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Article I. Authority, Severability, and Effective Date 
Section 1. Authority 

a.​ If any portion of the YDSD Bylaws is in conflict with other authorizing documents, the 
YDSD Constitution shall govern. 

  
Section 2. Severability 

a.​ If any portion of the YDSD Bylaws is rendered invalid, the remaining portions of the 
YDSD Bylaws shall remain in force. 

 
Section 3. Effective Date 

a.​ These Bylaws shall become effective immediately upon their adoption.  
b.​ Amendments to these Bylaws shall become effective immediately upon their 

adoption unless, at the time of adoption, the amendment is declared to become 
effective at a later date or only upon the occurrence of a specified event. 

  
Article II. Registration and Membership Dues 
Section 1. Registration Process 

a.​ The Statewide Coordinating Committee has not approved a standard registration 
process as defined by Article IV, Section 3 of the YDSD Constitution. This section will be 
updated to reflect any approved process passed by the Statewide Coordinating 
Committee. 

 
Section 2. Dues  

a.​ The Statewide Coordinating Committee has not approved the collection of annual 
membership dues as defined by Article IV, Section 2 of the YDSD Constitution. This 
section will be updated to reflect any approved process passed by the Statewide 
Coordinating Committee. 

  
Article III. Standing Committees 
Section 1.  Political Support Committee  

a.​ The Political Support Committee shall be composed of the Political Director, Secretary, 
an SDHSD member, a CDSD member, and four (4) at-large YDSD members appointed 
by the President.  

i.​ No more than one-half (½) of the appointed members of the Political Support 
Committee shall be of the same gender identity.  

ii.​ All appointments must be approved by a simple majority of the Board.  
b.​ The Political Director shall serve as Chair, and the Secretary shall serve as Vice-Chair. 

The president shall serve as an ex officio, non-voting member.  
c.​ The Political Support Committee shall: 

i.​ Be responsible for coordinating the political outreach efforts of YDSD 
ii.​ Coordinate and execute direct support for YDSD-endorsed candidates. 

iii.​ Track and evaluate legislation and major issues, and recommend policy 
positions for YDSD in coordination with the Communications Director 

iv.​ Coordinate with caucuses, local chapters, and membership to advance 
progressive causes through grassroots action 

d.​ Meetings of the Political Support Committee are open to any YDSD member, and shall 
meet at least four (4) times per year. All work completed by the committee shall be 
reported to the YDSD Board of Directors.  
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Section 2. Membership Committee  

a.​ The Membership Committee shall be composed of the Outreach and Inclusion Officer, 
Vice President, an HSDSD member, a CDSD member, and four (4) YDSD members 
appointed by the President.  

i.​ No more than one-half (½) of the appointed members of the Membership 
Committee shall be of the same gender identity.  

ii.​ All appointments must be approved by a simple majority of the Board.  
b.​ The Outreach and Inclusion Officer shall serve as the Chair, and the Vice President 

shall serve as the Vice-Chair.  The president shall serve as an ex officio, non-voting 
member.  

c.​ The Membership Committee shall:  
i.​ Oversee the recruitment and retention of YDSD members, and assist in the 

coordination of new chartered Chapters.  
ii.​ Create an outreach and inclusion plan for YDSD with programs designed to 

attract persons from traditionally underrepresented communities and foster 
inclusion and greater cultural awareness 

d.​ Meetings of the Membership Committee are open to any YDSD member, and shall 
meet at least four (4) times per year. All work completed by the committee shall be 
reported to the YDSD Board of Directors.  

 
 
Section 3. Fundraising Committee 

a.​ The Fundraising Committee shall be composed of the Treasurer, the Vice President, a 
National Committee Representative, a HSDSD member, a CDSD member, and four (4) 
YDSD members appointed by the President.  

i.​ No more than one-half (½) of the appointed members of the Fundraising 
Committee shall be of the same gender identity.  

ii.​ All appointments must be approved by a simple majority of the Board.  
b.​ The Treasurer shall serve as the Chair, and the Vice President shall serve as the 

Vice-Chair. The President shall serve as an ex officio, non-voting member.  
c.​ The Fundraising Committee shall:  

i.​ Create and execute an annual fundraising plan 
ii.​ Coordinate donor call time for the President and members 

iii.​ Assist the College, High School, and Chapters with developing their fundraising 
plans and goals.  

iv.​ A fundraising plan shall be presented to the Executive Board no later than 
thirty (30) days after the annual convention 

d.​ Meetings of the Fundraising Committee are open to any YDSD member, and shall 
meet at least four (4) times per year. All work completed by the committee shall be 
reported to the YDSD Board of Directors.  

 
Section 4. Events Committee  

a.​ The Events Committee shall be composed of the Vice President, Communications 
Director, a National Committee Representative, and four (4) YDSD members 
appointed by the President.  

i.​ No more than one-half (½) of the appointed members of the Fundraising 
Committee shall be of the same gender identity.  

ii.​ All appointments must be approved by a simple majority of the Board.  
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b.​ The Vice President shall serve as the Chair, and the Communications Director shall 
serve as the Vice-Chair. The President shall serve as an ex officio, non-voting member.  

c.​ The Events Committee shall:  
i.​ Plan and coordinate regular events designed to maintain and grow YDSD 

membership  
ii.​ Create and organize a quarterly tabling event, ensuring accessibility with 

regional rotations  
iii.​ Assist in the planning and execution of HSDSD and CDSD outreach events, 

including YELL! 
d.​ Meetings of the Events Committee are open to any YDSD member, and shall meet at 

least four (4) times per year. All work completed by the committee shall be reported to 
the YDSD Board of Directors.  

 
Section 5. Communications Committee  

a.​ The Communications Committee shall be composed of the Communications Director, 
Political Director, a National Committee Representative, a HSDSD member, a CDSD 
member, and four (4) YDSD members appointed by the President.  

i.​ No more than one-half (½) of the appointed members of the Communications 
Committee shall be of the same gender identity.  

ii.​ All appointments must be approved  by a simple majority of the Board.  
b.​ The Communications Director shall serve as the Chair, and the Political Director shall 

serve as the Vice-Chair. The president shall serve as an ex officio, non-voting member.  
c.​ The Communications Committee shall: 

i.​ Develop and execute a communications plan and social media strategy for 
YDSD, HSDSD, and CDSD, ensuring coordination between all levels of 
Democratic youth  

ii.​ Coordinate with the Events Committee to ensure all events are being 
publicized timely and effective manner. 

iii.​ Assist the Treasurer and Fundraising Committee with fundraising asks  
d.​ Meetings of the Communications Committee are open to any YDSD member, and 

shall meet at least four (4) times per year. All work completed by the committee shall 
be reported to the YDSD Board of Directors.  

 
 
Section 6. High School Democrats Committee 

a.​ The High School Democrats Committee shall serve as the committee designated 
towards the establishment, growth, and success of high school chapters of the Young 
Democrats of South Dakota, as well as high school youth and voter engagement.  

b.​ The committee shall be composed of the executive officers of the High School 
Democrats. No more than 2⁄3 of the committee may be of the same gender identity. 
The chair of the HS Dems shall have voting privileges on the YDSD executive board. 
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Section 6. Subcommittees of Standing Committees  
a.​ A Standing Committee may seek to establish one or more subcommittees to assist in 

the effective conduct of its business.  
b.​ The authority of a subcommittee shall be no greater in scope than the responsibilities 

assigned and the authority delegated to the related Standing Committee.  
c.​ A subcommittee shall consist of no fewer than two (2) members, all of whom must be 

members of the related Standing Committee.  
d.​ The President and the Chair of the related Standing Committee shall serve as ex officio 

members of the Subcommittee.  
e.​ Subcommittees may also include additional advisory members with expertise relevant 

to the work of the Subcommittee.  
f.​ Any regular YDSD member may serve as an advisory member. All meetings of 

subcommittees must be open to any YDSD member. The Chair of the related 
Standing Committee shall have the authority to appoint members and advisory 
members to subcommittees. Subcommittees shall act in an advisory capacity only. 

 
Article IV. Standing Rules for Annual Convention 
Section 1. Authority  

a.​ No proposed Convention rules shall contain a statement of Parliamentary Authority, 
which allows the Convention Rules to supersede in authority or be out of compliance 
with the YDSD Constitution and Bylaws. 

 
Section 2. Standard Rules for Annual Convention 

a.​ The Standard Rules for Convention shall be presented for adoption to Convention 
delegates by the President immediately following the opening of the Annual 
Convention.  

b.​ The Standard Rules for Convention may be amended by the Statewide Coordinating 
Committee before the opening of the Annual Convention by a simple majority vote. 

c.​ The delegates to the Annual Convention may amend the Standard Rules for 
Convention in accordance with the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly 
Revised.  

d.​ A copy of the Standard Rules for Convention shall be attached hereto as Exhibit “A” 
and incorporated herein by reference. 

e.​ Exhibit “A” should be updated to reflect any amendments made by the Statewide 
Coordinating Committee to Standard Rules for Convention. 

 
Section 3. Prohibition of Agenda Amendment as it Pertains to Officers 

a.​ The agenda item that contains the election of Officers at the Annual YDSD Convention 
shall require a ⅔ vote of the YDSD convention for the item to be amended or moved 
in the agenda. 

 
Article V. High School Democrats Committee Rules 

a. Purpose. The High School Democrats Committee shall serve as the committee 
designated towards the establishment, growth, and success of high school chapters 
of the Young Democrats of South Dakota.  

b. Oversight. The High School Democrats Committee shall serve as the primary 
committee overseeing chapters that fulfill all of the following requirements: 
chapters who are located within a South Dakota High School; chapters consisting of 
members solely in grades 9-12.  

c. Executive Officers. The High School Democrats Committee executive officers shall be 
composed of one (1) state chair and two (2) vice-chairs of different gender identities.  
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d. Duties of the High School Democrats Committee  
i. The High School Democrats Committee shall serve as the directors of outreach 

and expansion towards the establishment and growth of high school chapters 
of the Young Democrats of South Dakota.  

ii. The High School Democrats Committee shall ensure communication with high 
school chapter organizations.  

iii. The High School Democrats Committee shall oversee the planning of all 
statewide high school Young Democrats programs, such as: Statewide 

protests, door-to-door, phone-banking, and anything else deemed  
necessary and proper by the High School Democrats Committee so long as 
it is in accordance with the YDSD Constitution.  

iv. The High School Democrats Committee shall assist local chapters in their 
activities as is necessary and appropriate.  

v. Maintain an in-depth contact list, which consists of: chapters, chapter leaders, 
and active members.  

vi. The High School Democrats Committee shall fulfill all these duties in 
cooperation and with the assistance of other Young Democrats of  
South Dakota Executive Officers.  

e. Duties of the High School Democrats Committee Chair  
i. Upon election, the Chair shall select one of the two elected Vice Chairs to serve as 

secretary during executive board meetings, where they shall keep notes of any 
High School Democrats Committee meeting. 

ii. The Chair shall serve as the direct representative and voting member of the High 
School Democrats Committee whenever necessary, to YDSD, the SDDP, and all 
other organizations or individuals. 

iii. The Chair shall serve as the primary High School Democrats Committee voting 
member in all YDSD Executive Board meetings.  

iv. The Chair shall serve as the primary High School Democrats Committee voting 
member in all SDDP Executive Board meetings.  

v. The Chair shall serve as the executive officer of the High School Democrats 
committee for the entire state.  

vi. The Chair shall ensure that all decisions of the High School Democrats 
Committee are executed.  

vii. The Chair shall work with his Vice Chairs to oversee state chapter chairs and 
ensure that chapters are delegating and accomplishing individual chapter 
goals.  

viii. The Chair shall delegate duties to other members of the High School 
Democrats Committee executive officers.  

f. Duties of the High School Democrats Committee Vice Chair  
i. Selection of roles. Upon election, one Vice Chair shall be selected by the Chair to 

serve as secretary, and the other selected to serve as Communications 
Director. The respective Vice Chairs shall thereafter be called Secretary Vice 
Chair and Communications Vice Chair.  

ii. Duties of the Secretary Vice Chair.  
1. The Secretary Vice Chair shall keep notes of any High School Democrats 

Committee meeting.  

2. The Secretary Vice Chair shall maintain an in-depth contact list, which 
consists of: chapters, chapter leaders and active members.  

3. The Secretary Vice Chair shall work with the YDSD Secretary to  
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complete any duties as deemed necessary by the YDSD Executive  
Board or by the High School Democrats Committee Chair.  

iii. Duties of the Communications Vice Chair.  
1. The Communications Vice Chair shall hold the primary responsibility of 

maintaining the development and presence of the South Dakota High 
School Democrats Committee on social media sites such as Facebook,  

Instagram, Twitter, and any other social media websites as deemed 
necessary and proper by the Committee.  
2. The Communications Vice Chair shall work with the YDSD 
Communications Director to complete any duties as deemed 
necessary by the YDSD Executive Board or by the High School 
Democrats Committee Chair. 

g. High School Democrats Committee Voting Rules  
i. Debate, as well as a vote, shall be held on a topic if at least one committee 

officer requests such action  
ii. A majority of the committee members must be present in order to hold a vote 
iii. The vote must receive a vote of approval from two (2) out of the three (3) 
committee members for a vote to pass  
iv. All members must vote in NAY or YEA form  

1. No abstentions will be accepted during votes  
v. Proxy votes shall be permissible 

1. A proxy vote shall only be accepted if at least two committee members 
agree to accept  

h. Meeting Requirements  
i. The High School Democrats Committee shall meet in any form of  

communication.  
ii. The High School Democrats Committee shall meet every month on a 

recurring, consistent basis, as well as whenever additionally specified by 
the Committee chair.  

i. Term Limits. No High School Democrats Committee Officer shall hold office in a 
position upon the committee for more than two consecutive terms. j. Committee 
Elections  

i. Election Date. The election of High School Democrats Committee officers shall 
occur at the YDSD State Convention, in a hybrid format allowing for both 
in-person and virtual attendance.  

ii. Voting system. Secret ballots shall be used to vote. Google forms shall be used to 
vote at the state convention and for those who are unable to attend the 
convention.  

iii. Voting time frame. Voting shall be open for three days for the annual election. 
iv. Voting body.  

1. The voting body shall be comprised specifically of any member of a 
high school Young Democrats chapter organization.  

2. Each voting member shall be permitted to vote for one person for each 
executive officer role.  

v. Oversight. Elections shall be seen by the Executive Board as a whole, excluding 
members who are running for a position. In the event that all existing 
members are running for a position, the YDSD President shall oversee the 
election.  

vi. The High School Democrats committee reserves the right to request additional 
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assistance from the YDSD Executive Board on the matters of elections 
whenever necessary and appropriate.  

vii. Voting regulations.  
1. No candidate may use the state chapter list of each member and their 

contact information for the purpose of campaigning, unless all  
candidates are allowed access to the list.  

2. No candidates may run on a slate.  
viii. Candidacy.  

1. Eligibility. Individuals who are not currently high school students  
attending grades 9-12 will not be eligible to run for office.  
Eligible candidates must also be a currently attending student  
in grades 9-12 as well as a member of the Young Democrats of  
South Dakota, and must be in accordance with all membership  

requirements listed within the YDSD constitution.  
2. Eligible candidates must declare their candidacy at least one month 

prior to the election by contacting anyone on the Executive Board with 
the following information:  

a. Name  
b. Grade  
c. School or Chapter  
d. Single position they are running for  
e. Platform  
f. Biography 

3. This information shall be sent out to each member prior to the election. 
4. The declaration of candidacy must be sent at least one month prior to 
elections and can be changed up until that point as well.  

ix. Order of elections. The election process will take place of chair and then vice 
chairs.  

x. Candidate speeches. All candidates shall have an allocated five (5) minutes to 
speak on their candidacy.  

xi. Voting process.  
1. After each candidate has spoken, two minutes shall be given for ballots 

to be filled out and for members to vote.  
2. No talking shall be permitted during the voting process.  

3. No write-in candidates shall be allowed on the ballot. If a ballot is 
submitted containing a write-in candidate, the ballot shall be nullified. 4. All 
candidates shall be permitted to witness the counting of the ballots. xii. Declaration 
of election results. After the counting of the ballots, the election results shall be 
shared via all communication channels of the YDSD High School Democrats 
committee.  
xiii. Endorsements. The High School Democrats Committee allows for the 

endorsement of other candidates by individuals. The acting executive officers 
of the committee shall not be permitted to endorse any candidate running for 
elected officer position. The present committee officers as a whole, as well as 
all South Dakota High School Young Democrats chapters, shall not endorse 
any candidate for any position whatsoever outside of the High School 
Democrats Committee, the Young Democrats of South Dakota, or the Young 
Democrats of America.  

k. Right to take action or halt operations.  
i. Reserved Rights. The High School Democrats Committee Executive Officers 
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retain the right to object and through action, halt the operations of any local 
chapter chartered within South Dakota’s organizational limits. a. Only the 

Young Democrats of South Dakota executive board  
shall have the power, outside of the Committee Executive  

Officers, to overturn a decision to take action or halt the  
operations of a local chapter.  

ii. Refusal. If a local chapter refuses to work in conjunction with the SDHSD and 
violates this constitution, the chapters officers are subject to removal from 
the Young Democrats of America, the Young Democrats of South Dakota, 
and the High School Democrats Committee.  

iii. Right to Veto. The Young Democrats of South Dakota has the right to veto any 
revision to this charter that is not deemed necessary or that violates the 
Young Democrats of South Dakota Constitution.  

iv. Removal of Local Executive Board Member. If reasonable grounds are met, the 
High School Democrats Committee may remove any student from a local 
leadership position by a two-thirds (⅔) majority vote.  

1. Only the Young Democrats of South Dakota shall have the right to 
overturn a decision to remove a student from a local leadership  
position, via a ¾ vote of the YDSD State Executive Board.  

v. Removal of a High School Democrats Committee Officer.  
1. Calling for indictment and removal.  

a. Any chair of a High School Young Democrats chartered  
organization, or any executive officer upon the High School  
Democrats Committee, shall have the right to call for the 
indictment and removal of any Committee Officer so long as  
reasonable grounds are met. This must be both announced to  
all of the local chapter chairs and to the High School Democrats  
Committee Executive Board at least one week prior to the next  
Committee meeting. Reasonable grounds include:  

i. Severe inactivity  
ii. Abuse of powers  

iii. Overwhelming incompetence (inability to fulfill duties)  
iv. Failing to uphold either the by-laws of the South Dakota  

High School Democrats Committee or the Young  
Democrats of South Dakota, or the Young Democrats of  
South Dakota Constitution.  

2. Procedures During Meeting.  
a. After a request for indictment and removal has been properly  

called following the provisions of Article III Section 1. k-v., the  
actual indictment and removal process will take place during a  

special conference call which includes all High School  
Democrats Committee officers and all of the local chapter  
chairs of eligible YDSD chartered units. The process shall begin  

with  
the accuser (the one who called for the indictment and  
removal) having up to five minutes to make their case without  

interruption.  
b. Directly following, the defendant (the Executive Committee  

Officer in question) will have five minutes to defend themselves  
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without interruption.  
c. Any other member may take up to one minute to weight in on  

the process without interruption.  
3. Verdict.  

a. Following the speaking period, all local chapter chairs and  
Committee Executive Officers attending the call, excluding the  
defender, must vote yea or nay to remove the member. No  

proxies shall be permitted for this vote. The verdict shall be to  

remove if the yea’s receive a two-thirds majority from the group  
as a whole.  

4. Action.  
a. If the verdict is to remove, the defendant shall be immediately  

removed from their Committee position and any other position  
they may hold within any YDSD High School chartered unit or  
any YDSD Committee, including the YDSD Executive Board.  
Secession shall follow one of the two following guidelines.  

b. If the removed Committee Officer was the Chair, a special  
election shall immediately be called in which any member of a  
YDSD Chartered High School Unit can declare their candidacy  
for the position. After all candidacies have been declared, there  
will be an immediate roll call vote to decide upon the new chair.  

l. Advisors. The Committee may request individuals outside of the established 
membership requirements to serve as advisors. These advisors will advise the 
Committee in fulfilling the duties outlined in the YDSD By-Laws, but shall have no 
voting power upon the Committee. Advisors must be asked if interested in such a 
position, and upon their approval, will be appointed via a ⅔ vote by the 
Committee.  

m. Amending the By-Laws regarding the High School Democrats Committee. i. 
Amendments to the by-laws may be made only by the YDSD Executive Board, 
and should be led by the Chair of the High School Democrats Committee at the 
YDSD Executive Board meeting. Amendments are subject to the rules upon 
amendments to the YDSD By-Laws as defined in the YDSD Governing 
Documents. 
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